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Dear Parents                                                                                       10 September 2010

Welcome back to a new school year.  I am determined that this will be one of continued improvement and development.  I do hope that you enjoyed the summer break and are rested and ready for the year ahead.  A warm welcome to those children who are starting their school life this week.  I am sure that they, and their families, will be very happy at St John Fisher.  The children in Reception class will be coming in to next Friday’s Assembly with their Year 6 ‘buddies’.  Reception parents may join us for this if they wish.
Welcome back also to Ms Smith who has returned after her maternity leave.  Unfortunately Ms Smith has contracted laryngitis and will be off school for a little while.  Mrs Pugh will continue to teach the class.
Communication/Information

One of our aims this year is to ensure that we keep you well informed regarding all that is happening in school and that we provide you with information suggesting ways in which you can support your children at home.  On Tuesday of next week you will receive a ‘Curriculum Overview’ which will indicate the topics being covered in each subject.  Later in the term we will let you know targets for Maths and Literacy which are more specific for your child.
I have included a list of diary dates for you at the end of this letter which I hope you will find helpful.  Obviously there will be more events to add as the year progresses but we will inform you of those as early as we can.

Our revamped website should be up and running very soon and this will be a great source of information – more details soon.

Mass

Mass for the start of the new school year will be celebrated in school next Thursday morning, 16 September, at 9.10am.  You are very welcome to join us.

Phonics Evening

Parents of our younger children are invited to an information evening on Wednesday 29 September at 7.00pm, when we will be explaining how we teach reading and word recognition through phonics.  We are running this much earlier than we did last year so I do hope many of you will be able to attend.  Even if your children are higher up the school you might still find the evening helpful!

Harvest

Our Harvest assembly is on Friday 1 October at 9.10am.  We will be organizing this differently this year, although as of yet we are still at the planning stage!  We will send more details shortly.  Yesterday some children asked me if we would be doing something in aid of the Pakistan flood victims.  I told them that on Monday we have a lady from CAFOD coming to talk to us in assembly who will doubtless talk about the floods.  Our Harvest assembly is the same day as the CAFOD Family Fast Day so we will be able to offer our support somehow.  It does reflect well on our children that they care so much for others.
Homework

I talked with the staff before the start of term regarding homework and we are currently drawing up a new policy.  The aim of this is to establish rather more consistency in how and when homework is set.  Obviously the amount of homework given will vary depending on the age of the children.  Regardless of your child’s age the best homework is reading, if you can read with or to your child all the better.  You might be interested in a comment by the poet Michael Rosen, who was the Children’s Laureate recently, ‘Parents who read with their children and fill their houses with books produce the highest achievers.’  I think he’s right and if your children develop a love of reading now I’m sure that it will always stay with them.  I will send you the homework policy as soon as we have agreed it.
Swimming
Years 5 and 6 will be swimming this half term starting next Monday.  Please remember to bring your swimming kit.
Diary Dates 
	September
	

	Thurs 16th
	Start of Year Mass 9.10am (please note the time)

	Friday 17th
	Welcome Assembly 9.10am - Reception parents only please

	Wednesday 29
	Phonics Evening – 7.00pm


	October
	

	Friday  1st Oct
	Harvest Assembly – 9.10am

	Monday  18th
	Consultation Evening – 6.00-8.00pm

	Wednesday 20th
	Consultation Evening – 6.00-8.00pm

	Monday 25th – Friday 29th
	 Half term week


	November
	

	Monday 8th – Thurs 11th
	Book Fair 

	Monday 8th – Friday 12th
	Cycle course for Year 6

	Friday 26th
	School closed -  Occasional day


	December
	

	Thursday 9th
	‘Alice in Wonderland’ Theatre production 

	Tuesday 14th
	Rec., Yr.1, Yr.2 Christmas production 1.30

	Wednesday 15th
	Yr. 3 and 4 production 7.00 p.m.

	Thursday 16th
	

	Friday 17th
	End of term 2.30 p.m.

	Mon 20th – Mon 3rd Jan
	Christmas Holidays


	January 2011
	

	Tuesday 4th
	Staff INSET

	Wednesday 5th
	Start of term

	Thursday 6th
	Mass for Epiphany – time tbc

	
	

	February
	

	Monday 21st – Friday 25th 
	   Half term week


	March
	

	Wednesday  2nd
	Theatre production, ‘The Railway Children’             

	Saturday 19th 
	Small Schools’ Netball Tournament

	Wednesday 23rd
	Year 5 Preliminary 6-a-side football tournament

	Saturday 26th 
	Large Schools’ Netball Tournament

	Wednesday 30th
	Year 6 six-a-side football tournament


	April
	

	Wednesday 6th
	Consultation Evening – 6.00-8.00pm

	Wednesday 13th
	 Consultation Evening – 6.00-8.00pm

	Friday 15th
	 End of term 2.30 p.m.

	Monday 18 – Friday 29 May
	Easter Holidays


	May
	

	Monday 2nd
	Bank holiday

	Tuesday 3rd
	Start of term for children

	
	

	June
	

	Tuesday 14th
	District sports, Field events (small schools p.m.)

	Thursday 16th
	District sports, Track events (small schools p.m.)


	July
	

	Wednesday 6th
	Open afternoon from 3.30pm

	Tuesday 12th
	New parents’ meeting

	Wednesday 13th
	Sports Day

	Friday 15th
	Leavers’ Mass

	Monday 18th
	Year 6 and 5 production

	Friday 22nd
	End of term 2.30 p.m.


Yours sincerely

Charles McNerney                                                                                                          Head Teacher
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